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Benefits of using Online Assignment Handling
General introduction

Online assignment handling is a system contained within the Moodle virtual learning environment. The functionality of the standard assignment handling module has been extended to cater for all the Department's needs in terms of receiving assignments from students, making them available to tutors to mark, returning grades, comments and marked work to students and keeping Registry and course administrators informed at all stages of the process. Extension requests are an integral part of the system.

Assignment handling all in one place, accessible from anywhere

By having the assignment handling system integrated into Moodle, which can also act as a course website, all aspects of dealing with assignments are maintained in a single location, accessible from anywhere with an internet connection.

All students have the same deadlines, no need to allow time for posting 

By dealing with assignment submission electronically over the internet, all students, wherever they are in the world, can operate to the same time schedule. No-one has to allow time for posting assignments in the regular mail.

Reduced paper handling: less to photocopy and post, simpler archiving

An electronic system reduces the amount of paper handling required. The Registry staff do not need to photocopy assignments nor spend time and money putting them into envelopes and posting them out to tutors. Archiving electronic versions of documents reduces the physical storage space required for paper versions.

Email notifications of key events, easy communication

Our online assignment handling system includes email notifications to relevant personnel of key events: submissions, extension requests, uploading of grades and marked work. Everyone involved in the process can access the system at any time to check whether assignments have been received or marked and the status of extension requests. Communication between all those involved is easy, lessening delays in the whole process.

Tracking of who submitted what and when

The logging of every action is integrated into the system so it is easy to track who submitted what and when, and all documents uploaded to the system are stored for easy reference and retrieval.

Simple-to-use interface

The system has been developed to provide an easy-to-use interface, supported by full documentation. 

Quotes from Charles Boyle, Course Director, Advanced Diploma in British and European Studies:

"Our students found the online system straightforward and easy to use both for essay submission and to request extensions" and the "system navigation was easy and intuitive, It was simple to download student essays and to provide feedback. In fact, it was much more user-friendly than initially anticipated". 
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